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closed to women. As observed by Myers (2009), “the rules governing whe! \

jobs military women can hold often seem contradictory or muddled.” F“’t
instance, women “can serve as machine gunners on Humvees but canf
operate Bradleys, the Army’s armoured fighting vehicle. They can WO
with some long-range artillery but not short-range ones. Women can walk
Irag’s dangerous streets as members of the military police but not &
members of the infantry. And, they can lead combat engineers in war Z?“ﬁ
as officers, but cannot serve among them” (Myers, 2009). Besid¢
throughout the world, the role of women in combat has become ?
contentious issue in present militaries. The exclusion of women from maﬂ?”
combat roles is seen by some as a form of sexual discrimination whilst thé
alleged physical and mental differences of the two sexes, the effect of
presence of the opposite sex on the battlefield, and the traditional vieW of
males as soldiers” are postulated as arguments for and against WO of
engaging as soldiers under combat situations (http:/fwww newworldeﬂc)’clo
pedia.org/entry/women_in_the_military). '

‘ Inc.le'ed, “just as war is so often associated with generalized imag.es
of masculinity and femininity, women have become associated with e

giving aqd men with life-taking” (Coulter, Persson and Utas, 2008: 7)- Thi.s
polarization of men and women as ;

i
. . comparable wi eact
common; depicting the image of the y th war and

- - 2

1
_ and war. From this perce;:“"a;
concern, and women are aily
ar . seen mMaiJj
victims and are therefore denied agency. Unlike men they are not Percew
. >

N and parity in i
remained one of the professions th ty employment, the m!

at resi ey

Many men considered it unfitting ;o;eas;?:e: P LB IS doors 10 e,
regarding it o their responsibility to defeng pgt e worle®
(http://www'newwﬁlzlden'c]ydopedia‘(”g/ entry/women air:l thl:\,rol:‘:i‘;:taf)’)- .

However, the military today, jsp® en_in_the_ oS
that more apparent than in the polic)i,es gr:,‘t,e‘::i?lt ‘:v used to be. No\tvh‘:r s i
roles have increased as steadily as the military indotr;l\en”m combae, : .
have changed. The military which is generally perceie ;ery naturworl d f
men is now slowly being penetrated by women. Inde \(rie to be a e
military to change comes principally from the ot teh , the pressure "
excluded from the top ranks, where those Without ¢ tz)lt women arenera“),
need not apply. The hesitancy stems from fe, ombat ribbons gen®’ .

ars —
or research — that women might prove P



et ATy ! e
ocir Traditiqnal restrictions on female employment in a number of
N cieties have since been broken. As women demonstrated their capabilities
i Previously male-dominated civilian industries, women in the Army broke
© stereotypes which restricted them from moving into areas well outside of
CUstomary roles. For instance, in September 2012, Israel’s only co-ed
“ombat unit, the Caracal battalion, thwarted an attack along Israel’s border
“ith Egypt. The media celebrated that a female soldier shot down one of the
three attackers. Their victory earned the battalion recognition by countering
Skept-xcism about “female soldijers’ ability to fight alongside men.” Military
Officials praised the battalion, thereby supporting women’s inclusion in
lc)°mbat forces (http;//www.hufﬁngtonpost.com/ZO12/09/24/caracal-
“allion-israel-co-ed-combat-unit_n_1909132.html). I
f Despite such feats, general debates about women joining combat
Orces Usually inquire into how well women can perform in armed conflicts.
°Ir ability to fight alongside men is the measure of their worth, and their
Worth s the predominant factor often considered when deciding whether to

""clude women into combat forces. As soldiering has been included in the
has not for women, fighting women

verse of men in ways that it ; . 1
frequem]y considered b})l/ their very existence to be transgressing
“epted female behaviour. and the very act of fighting by defim’tlon makes
OMen ang girls less fe;njm'ne and by extenston ‘unnatural’ (Coulter,
*ISSon and 6
tas, 2008: 8; Byrmne, 1996)- S
$ In Nigeria, as other r{ation states, the de.fence of .the state’s national
overeignty inde : d and interests was until recent times, the exclusive
Preseryq of’ me. pe;: e{];/:e W history.army-mi]/brochures/WAC.HTM). As
n (http:/wwn f military power began to change, so
d the architecture of the military setup in Nigeria as evidenced in the
Igeria Defence Academy’s training programme wh{ch proyl_des the ba.sls
f the focug fe Academy S The Academy broke its traditional practice
Of enlisir o o S presentation. its “Regular Combatant Course”
in 8iving female cadets the opportuni n with their male counterparts
n 1 1 . . -
T ;il;es of commlssnon-_ntenogates the extent. of inclusiveness in the
Paper, therefore, NP %' 4 the promise women have shown
erations, and the prospects of doing
omen are properly harnessed in the

Nigen:
. Berj )
in g Army’s operational outlooks

m°ree;:: Participation in some of the ©
amy the talents and capabilities of W
SPecially in combat operations-
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_ determination of threats to encompass a wider understanding of t€

" inclusive and also incorporate

Understanding National Security

I in
Security is, generally, accepted to be about the condition Of feeli®

. . e 0
of safety, the protection and preservation of core values and the absenc

: . 0
threats to these values. It also has to do with freedom from danger or M%

. s . s,
threats to a nation’s ability to protect and develop itself, promote

cherished values and legitimate interests (Imobighe, 1990: 24). Sec““?v:;
crucial to the survival of any nation-state. Without adequate security Of ltu P
and property, society will be plunged into the Hobbesian state of nd by
manifesting lawlessness, chaos and eventual disintegration. This is ¥

i : . o . v
security is considered as a dynamic condition which involves the reld!

g g on,
ability of a state to counter threats to its core values and interests (Poges
2013).

Various attempts have thus been made to provide an adaq?;g
conceptualization of security; the traditional doctrine which ident! ‘gh
security with the possession of strong armed forces, built o i .
concentration of manpower and weapons and the argumen€ that advo®? t-e's
broadened conceptualization of security that extends beyond 2

such
ms > ¢

as satisfaction of basic needs, protection of basic needs, protecthﬂ

cultural and religious identity, etc

The concept of national s'ecuri has a nitions and ‘t~
will continue to increase (Pogoson, 2?)/13. N:;T:::r;(?{ ;egnuoha, 0095'
Oche, 2005; Okodolor, 2004; Imcbighe, 1998; Buzan, 1983; MO f
1989; and McNamara, 1968). This explains why the secu,rity architect""® 10
mo§t nations IS quite flexible because what may not be of rele"aﬂc g
national security in one clime will be of i in an the

Scholars have made attempts to great importance ! n e

. . : . | U
international trend and their imm:?i'i‘;ept_uahze security by relying it

the era of cold war the a dh e enVironment. For instance’ u[ity
X e erents of the doctri itional $7_of
::rccl:ntezmees i}(l)eved that national security is measr:xere‘c)ifbtrat?l?possess' o Ze

g rees, built on high concentrati Y "y far'
arsenal of weapons. This securi ation of man power @

e

i urity  philo : ob "
bt B v e e St
spin-off of ;hls se:‘?ﬁ independence ang national interest ( A%h 0)
i ty architecture brought ab of 0

race on the g o!:al scale especiall gat about the phenomen® {ho

new Union. The post-Soviet €12 ©_ qof®

securi . | '
: the ‘:rl;lﬁ,l architecture in the world thet 15 o5 "
the world especially the devey

opi .
This explalns why PIng nation states g

cNamara

uch as Nigeria. aﬂief
that security is not JuSt military parq o

(1968: 149) postulated much ecuf‘d
are though it may include it, 5¢
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